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AC TP 8 xxvii. 
And two Middle Clauſes of the gth Verſe. 


And when Sailing was now dangerous, becauſe the 
KK; Was now Fogg paſt 


5” 


N odd Sort of a Subject it may be ſup- 
poſed to be by many of you that are 
here this Evening, as now propoſed to 
your Conſideration, when ve conſider the Time 
of Day in which we live; but however odd it 
may appear to be, as all Bleſſings and all Means, 
if bleſſed, depend upon the Agency of the 
Spirit of God, and of his Sovereign Will and 
Pleaſure, fo this, if attended with the Diving 
Blefling, will afford you ſome Entertainment, 
and, in the Hands of the Spirit of Grace, be 
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the Bible, for here only the Sande can ſafely truſt 

con in the preſeꝑt, State gf, Things, how- 
1 dar at . = at to he. — Net- 
ther are the preſent Leadings and Occurrences of 
orice, ͤ the Wands” of aar Tear, derp- 
gatory or inconſiſtent ,with the immutable and 


: continued Reſpect, and ſpecial Affection, which 
; the Lord bears to his Church. and People only, 


and his belieying Ones in this Day. 
A 1 
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The Apoſtle Paul, the principal Subject of th this 


«C7 . ˙ — „ 
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Chapter, was a Man that had been ſhook by tl the 
| awful Providence of God very Frequently 

Elle w, as Well as moſt Saints, what it 8 | 
ſeverely' handled, but yet neither he nor ny" of 
Goa's People, in their right Minds, dare tay too 
Reverely ; were there not Wildoch, Power, Love 
Afid Grace ſufficiert to bririg G but of all in- 
trlcate Providences, they are ſotnetimes exerciſed 
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with, aud fubjett to, in a State of Iimpeffection, 
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they could never ſtand the Shock of many of 
tlie; ;\6f "Which many Tiiſtanices are Tecorded in 
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dhe Ward, of God, Pry” arigty of them, reſgetty 
ing this great Apaltte, of the. Gepeilgs,, ſome of 
Which, arg recited in this Chapter, Which is. gene- 
rally and properly called Huus dangeromwoyags 
towards Kone, ang which Fvidently ap Rears, Vich 
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regard at leaſt to the Account giyen from the 


Eighth Werle u to the Ghole of it, and ſeems to DE * 
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his laſt Voyage. or 1 ourney, which he made. with 


* 12 


Luke, the beloved Phylieian, and Ariſtarchus of 


Macedonia, one of Pauls Companions in Travel, 


and whom he . 0 eee and 
Fellow:Prifoner,"® dp 90 © eat 


We al only. take Notice Fo = 2 that 
though 1 the preceding Part of this Chapter, which 
contains many particular Circumſtances relative 
to the Voyage before ſpecified, rather promiſed 
fomething | ſucceſsful and proſperous, | and un- 
doubtecly Was viewed! in this Light by the Ship 
Mafter, the Maries, the Centurion, Soldiers, 
and the Ship's Company in general, | yet the 
Apoſtle / obſerves ali approaching Storm, and 
Danger, that appatentiy threatened chem, and the 
exitical and melancholly Situation they were likely 
to be brought into, and of which he wiſely ap- 
priſes 1 ther, agreeable to the 1 of o our Text, 


* : EL, 
„Adds xix. 22, 29: Philemon 24. Cal iv. 10. 
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Providence, nor the Words of our Text, dero- 
gatory or inconſiſtent Vith the immutable and 
continued Reſpect, and ſpecial Affectiop, which 
; the Lord bears to his Church. and * only, 
and his belieying Ones 1 in this Pay. 
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a0Tül Providence of God very Frequently 7 


Kite w, As Well as m mot Saints, wha t it wa 
ſeverely handled, büt yet nkitliet he nor any « of 
God's People, in theft right Minds, dare fuy too 
Rverely ; were there not Wildoch, Power, Love 
affd Grack ſufficiert to bring Gd but of all in- 
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ing this great Apoſtle, of. the. Gepdilgs, ſome. of 
which arg W in this Chapter, Which. is gene: 
rally an properly called Pau? $ dangerous Voyage 
towards Rome, ang which gridencly WF 82 2 Vith 
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Eight th Verſe te to the Ciole of it, and ſęeems to be | 
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1 laft Voyage or 1 ourney, which i he made. with 
Luke, the beloved "Phyligian, and Ariſtarchus of 
Macedonia, one of Paul's Companions in Travel, 


and whom he calls his 1 and 
e Prifoner. „10 QUpPIHN . 


We thall only. take 1 0 2 0 en that 
though the preceding Part of this Chapter, which 
contains many particular Circumſtances relative 
to the Voyage before ſpecified, rather promiſed 
fomething ' ſucceſsful” "and proſperous, and un- 
doubtedly was viewed in this Light by the Ship 
Mafter, the Mariners, the Centurion, Soldiers, 
and the Ship's Company in general, yet the 
Apoſtle "obſerves an approaching Storm, and 
Danger, that apparently threatened chem, and the 
exitical and melancholly Situation they were likely 
to be brought into, and of which he wifely ap- 
me YR, "agreeable to the hah of o our Text, 
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which introduces the Subject, and may be con- 
ſidered as a Part of it; and when Sailing was now 
dangerous, becauſe the Faſt Was now already pas „ is 

which Words obſerye Three Things. 

Firſt, The Subject Matter of the Text, a as it tis 
properly to be underſtood, failing, ſwimming, or 
paſſing | along, and may be taken improperly, | 
and i in a figurative Senſe, and of which we haye 
many ſcriptural, as well a as common and hiſtorical 


Accounts. 


1 The Riſque, « or rea 5 Un- 
ſafety of it, here aſſerted, it was dangerqus, there 
was a rough Sea, a very extraordinary one, that 
is not to be queſtioned by the Agcount giyen in 
this Chapter. 5 | A 


Thirdly, The Time ſpecified * Is was mY 
and compriſed in this Particle now; it was natu 
dangerous, and the Reaſon more fully aſſigned in 
the next Clauſe, becauſe the Faſt was now already. 
paſt : By this Faſt being already paſt, which made 


failing dangerous, ſeems intended the Day of 


Atonement, which was ſtrictly. obſerved. by the 
Jew s, wherein they uſed to Milt their Souls, aud did 
ll Manner of ſervile Mork; and by the beſt Ac- 
counts was about this Time of the Tear, or 


1 Le. xxiii, 27, 28, 29. a xvi. 29. 
ſomething 


(4-3 

_ ſomething, later, in September, or about our Micha- 
elnas, or the beginning of Ontober, when.. there 
were long, dark and tedious N ights, high and 
bluſterous Winds, with Storms and Tempeſts in 
| Abundance; and as ſomething more than what is 
| literal ſeems here intended by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in order therefore to make the Words of our Text 
as profitable as may be to your Souls, in the 
Hands of the Spirit of God, we ſhall, 


Firhh, Enquire briefly i into Spiritual Sailing. 


Secondly, Speak of Spiritual Sailing as danger- 
ous, and when in Fee it * be fad to 
| be fo. | 


Thirdh, Take Notice of the Port or Haven 
the People of God are ſailing to. We begin, 


Firſt, To enquire briefly into Spiritual Sail- 


ing —and Spiritual Sailing is a Spiritual Action, 
and Diſpoſition, or paſſing along through this 
World.—lt is an Action not of Men naturally, nor 
by Men, and can be wrought in the Souls of Men 
by nothing ſhort of the Spirit and Grace of God; 
dead Men cannot perform Spiritual Actions, and 
therefore cannot be, but are altogether unfit for 
Spiritual Sailors; neither are blind Men to be 
- accounted of this Number, who are altogether 
in the Dark about Spiritual Things, and Strangers 
- to 


( B j 
he And Chrif, and the Way of Lad and Sal 
| vatibn by him; for *ho Man Who is dead Andcblind 


in a Spltirual Senſe, can be feckoned, "Wording 
td tlie Conſtitution of the Goſpel, a Sf ritual 
Saflör-; not ſuch a De As Pall, 6 'or the E 50e ans. 
who Were quickened b k Povel "my race 

God, And Hal the Marifeltationt bf lt to cheit 
on Sbuls; and Pau, in partibiitat, in an Etraon: 
qinary Way, anti though there! Are uk fe ir. 

ſtances or chis at prefent, at leuft ini αive 
Senſe, and this is a Weeping, I ime, the; Lm of 
Jacob's Frouble,; when, the People. of God in 
common are hanging their Harps upon the Wil- 
lows, | wp we hope there are ſome Spiritual Sailors | 
in this Aﬀtembly, or we. ſhould be, ,preaching.to 2 


11 31. 991 91:3 


very "range and dd Congregation, to a People, 
not HY,” Spiritihl T-Hfertid Senſe, but 

to a Pople altogether æverſe to it, as all ire WU 
are ina State of Nature; and thougli che Saints 
im them Paſſage through this Mord, as: tliey are 
ſailigg on to wands another, are ſometimes they 
retarled in their Motion, Through Temptations; 
Swarms bf Corruptionsgandbother Things I lrith 
let and hinder them, yet their Obſtructions/ T am 
apprehenſive; a,˖ãlllo be greatly —_— 

3 Things will nor be: Hufe fo olitwvarat 

ſmooth: as dpa ue ede Kd 1 e 
05 | A Ship 


Ws 
A Ship 1 upon the Sea or Ocean, or the Ship in 
which Paul and his Companions i in Travel were, 


may repreſent unto us, or is an Emblem of the 
Church of Chriſt, who are few in Number, ſome- 


times in one Place, and ſometimes in another, ag 


a Ship is; and the Ocean upon which the Ship 
ſails, which is a large Body of Water ſurround- 
ing the Globe of the Earth, is a Repreſentation 
of this World, in which the People of God are; 
and who, like a Ship which is 2 ſmall Veſſel, 
when compared with the Ocean upon which it 
ſwims, are paſſing along through it, even upon 
this large Sea of Glaſs, and are ſailing out of it 
as faſt as they can, as thoſe that ate made alive 
unto God, and derive all their Springs of ſpiritual 
Action from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in a ſpiri- 


tual Senſe, hen paſſing through the 7 alley of Baca, 
make it a Well; as the Jews of old did, who went up to 


Feruſalem to worſoip Cod. Evidencing the Truth 
of this, that Spiritual Sailing is an Action of 
Perſons made ſpiritually aiive, and who are in- 
fluenced and commanded by the Lord to go for= 
ward in their Way to Heaven; notwithſtanding 
they are often full of Troubles, and Exerciſes, 
and like a Ship toſſed up and down with their 
Waves, and ſometimes fearing they ſhall be over- 
whelmed, and ſwallowed up by them. + 
* Phalm Ixxxiv. 6. + Pſalm cxxiv. 3, 4, 5. 
> The 
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The Account which the Apoſtle Paul gives of 
Spiritual Sailing is truly great, commendable, 
and very maſterly, imitable, encouraging and 
teaching; but this one Thing I do, forgetting thoſe 
Things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
thoſe Things which are before, I preſs toward the 
Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling of God in 
Feſus Chriſt ; || and Spiritual Sailing is a reaching 
forth towards thoſe Things which are before. 


Or thus, Spiritual Sailing may be conſidered, 
Either, I. As a ſwift Motion; 
Or, II. As a flow Motion; 

Or, III. As a progreſſive Motion. 
Either, I. As a ſwift Motion. This is not al- 
ways the Experience of the People of God, who 
are ſenſible of many Changes, and great Altera- 
tions in the Frames of their Minds, and a mate- 
rial Difference at one Time, to what they find at 
another. Grace inactive in the Soul of a Believer, 
or little or nothing of it diſcerned there, cauſes 
ſtrange Emotions, Darkneſs, Dejections and 
great Uneaſineſs; Grace in Exerciſe quickens, 
enlivens, and enlightens the Soul, makes it com- 
fortable, and affords Joy and Gladneſs, gives 
Enlargedneſs of Heart, and makes Chriſt, his 


{| Philip. iii. 13, 14. : Goſpel 
3 
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Goſpel, and Spiritual Things, ſweet and precious; 
and when a good Man is thus favoured by the 
Lord, enjoying the ſweet Breezes of the Spirit, 
and his Shinings into his Soul, when the Sun of 

Righteouſneſs ariſes : upon him, + and his Moun- 
tain is made to ſtand ftrong, T then his Motion up- 
wards is ſwift, eaſy and delightful, and he finds it 
no ways difficult to ſpeak of Chriſt, and his In- 
tereſt in him, in the Language of the Apoſtle, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. & This Lan- 
guage the Saints cannot always ſpeak with Cer- 
tainty, at leaſt but few of them; they find fre- 
quently. they are ſluggiſh, heavy and dull, like a 
Ship when becalmed, and ſcarce any Motion 
diſcernable; at other Times, when their? Hearts 
is made to burn within them, like thoſe of Old, 
. they can run with Alacrity, Cheerfulneſs and 
Courage, the Way of God's Commandments z his 

Preſence gives them Spirit and Life, and proves 
choice Entertainment to their Souls: At ſuch 
Seaſons as theſe, a Child of God 1s like a Ship 
under full Sail, going into the Port or Haven 
ſhe is bound for: Once in particular, I thought 
this to be my Caſe, when under Affiiction, as 
nothing, as I can remember, appeared to the con- 


+ Mal. iv. 2. t Pſalm xxx. 7. 
$ Gal. ii, 20. Luke xxiv. 32. 
B-2 klar, 
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trary, but that I was going to ſail out of the 
World, and glad ſhould I be to experience a. 
Repetition of i It, a Taſte again of the ſame Mercy; 
and which agrees with the Running ſpoken of by 
the Pro phet Iſaiah : But they that wait upon the 
Lord ſhall renew their Strength they ſhall mount up 
withWings as Eagles; they ſhall run and not be weary: ; 
and they ſoall walk and not Faint; and though i it be 
granted, that the Peopl eof God cannot always 
do this, yet, it is moſt certain, that running is a 
ſwift Motion — gracious Souls in general know 
ſomething, more or leſs of this, and the Church | 
in the Canticles was well acquainted with! it, who, 
though drawn by divine Love and Grace before, 
ſaw the Need ſhe ſtood in of having the ſame 
Power and gracious Influence again exerted, to 
quicken her Soul, and ſtir up her Affections; a 
Senſe of her own Weakneſs and Inability obliges 
her to make Application to her beloved for it, 
that the holy and divine F lame might be re- 
Kindled: + Draw me, We will run after thee ; the 
King hath brought mne into his Chambers ; we will be 
glad and rejoide in thee ; we will remember thy Love 
more than Mine ; the upright love thee. Without 
divine Drawings it is ſad tugging and ſtriving, 
as is nothing ſpiritual can be done without it, , and 


4 1. * 31. Ss t Cant. i. 4. | 
5 all 


6 

all ſpecial Motions and ſupernatural Actions de. 
pend upon it. Men may preach to the contrary, 
if they pleaſe, with all their moral ſuaſive Ar- 

| guments they are Maſters of, even till they loſe 
their Lungs, but it will avail nothing, ſeeing 
the Word of God Iiveth,} and will ſtand faſt for 
ever, when all the Doctrines of Men will die, 
decay, rot, and come to nothing. 


Or, II. Spiritual Sailing may be conſidered as 
a ſlow Motion. I am ſpeaking to ſome here this 
Evening, that know what this means in a truly 
liceral and natural Senſe, at leaft, who are Ma- 
riners, and well know the Difference in the ſailing 
of a Ship, which at Times is more ſlow than 
uſual, eſpecially when the Wind js againſt them, 
or contrary ; but the Breezes of the Spirit of 
Grace are never againſt the People of God, even 
when they do not experience it in their own Souls. 
It is a Mercy the Ship, the Church of Chrift, 
bad as ever Matters may be, is moving on; 
Paul had not been long at Sea, but a few Days, 
before he, and thoſe that were with him, met 
with Lets and Hinderances; and the ſacred Hiſto- 
rian aſſures us, & that they ſailed ſiowly many Days; 
and this is ſometimes the Experience of the 
People of God in paſſing through this World, 


5 Acts xxvii. 7. 
whe 


CE» 
who would be glad to know whether they ſailed 
or no, as it is at Times very doubtful to them; 
they fometimes more particularly walk, rather 
than run; and walking, in a Goſpel Senſe, is a 
very ſolid, comfortable, and ſteady Motion. A 
Life of Faith is thus repreſented unto us in the 
Word of God, and taken Notice of by the 
| Apoſtle, who ſays, + for we walk by Faith, not 
by Sight. It is well God's People, when they 
cannot run, can walk, and that in this Reſpect, 
and when thus enabled, are ſailing through this 
Wilderneſs, out of the World; ſometimes the poor 
Saints would be glad to get to the End of it; 
they not only want the Aſſurance of Divine 
Love, to confirm them of their ſafe Arrival to 
the deſired Haven, but alſo to get rid of the 
Fatigues and Vexations that ariſe from the Cor- 
ruptions of their Hearts, with which they are 
often plagued and perplexed, but alſo to make 
them long more for Perfection, where Satan's / 
fiery Darts will not, as now, oppreſs them, and 
make them ſay, as did Hezekiab, * O Lord, Tow 
oppreſſed, undertake for me. Sometimes the Lord 
does not ſuffer them to ſee the many Corruptions 
of their Hearts; this is an Exerciſe to them alſo, _ 
though in Mercy it is with-held for a Seaſon from 


bor, v. 7. as. 
them; 


a ) 


them; but be it as it may, they are walking of 


paſſing through all thoſe Fatigues they meet with 
in the World; and it is their Mercy alſo, that 
they are aſſiſted by the Spirit of Grace in this 
Matter, and at Times enabled to. rejoice in it, 


though at other Seaſons, when they are ſleepy, 


and ſlumbering among the Dead, E Cannot 
take the Comfort of it. * 


: 


Or, III. Spiritual Sling. may 1 e 
as a progreſſive Motion. Here is a Motion, and 
a Motion in the Text, which is ſometimes con- 
cealed from us, by him that wiſely orders all the 
Motions of the heavenly Bodies, and is like a 
Wheel in the Middle of a Wheel; & for certain 
it is, that many Parts of the Wheel of Provi- 
dence are wrapt up in the Words of our Text; 
the, ſpiritual Part of which is deſigned for the 
Entertainment of the Saints, - as well as for their 
Comfort and Conſolation, and is one of thoſe 
Secrets of the Lord which is with them that fear 


him; + who, when under Temptations and Diſ- 


ſertions, are ſo far from perceiving a progreſſive 
Motion in them, reſpecting the Being and Life 
of Grace, that they fear they do not move at all, 
or rather encourage the Thought, that they 


„ Eph. v. 14. 5 Exck. i. 16. f Palm xxv. 14. 


remain | 
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remain in the OO Sitaablob as they did many 


Years ago, and are worſe than when they firſt 
came out of Spiritual Egypt, when the Lord 
brought them out with an high Hand, and 


ſtretched out Arm; and though tempted to think 


it is the true State of their Caſe, yet Truth is to 
be depended on, Spiritual Sailing is a progreſfive 
Motion, which cannot be ſtopped, however flow 
and unperceived by them; and their frequent 
Complaint is, they remain as the Door upan its 


Hinges, which, though thus apprehended by 


them, is their great Miſtake, unleſs it can be 
proved that Grace may be taken away, and totally 
loft, which none of the Wits of this Age are 
capable to prove; its Original is divine, and 
everlaſting Love is its Author, and will be for 
ever continued, though its Manifeſtations may be 
ſuſpended for a Time. Should an Arminian object 
to this, I would aſk him thus, Canſt thou bind the 


feveet Influences of Pleiades, or looſe the Bands of 


Orion? * and as this cannot be done by any, 
this, being the Work of God, is always going 
forward, and is beautifully illuſtrated in the 
Tribes going up to worſhip God; Þ they go from 
Strength to Strength, every one of them in Zion ap- 
3 Pſalm Ixxxiv. 7. 

| peareth 


© Job xxxviii. 31. 


4 . 


e 
peareth Jefore Cd It is not becauſe ſome of God's 


dear Children are doubtful of their Intereſt in 


Chrif, and think they have loſt their Strength, 
that therefore it is Matter of Fact, inaſmuch as 


| Spiritual Sailing is either a ſwift, low, or pro- 


greſſive Motion. — Fits of Unbelief are diſ- 
honourable to God, deſerve no Countenance from 
the weakeſt Babe in Grace, neither ſhould Armi- 
nian Tenets be ever embraced by any of the 
redeemed of the Lord, What is ſuggeſted to the 
Mind by Satan, and propagated by artful Men, 
is one Thing, and what is founded upon the 
Being, Reſolves, Faithfulneſs, Will and Omni- 
potence of God is another, which, when duly 
attended top may be a Means of increaſing Faith, 
and, in the Hands of the Spirit, produce Proſ- 
perity of Soul, and encourage the weakeſt Be- 
liever to rejoice in the Lord, and in the Advances 
of Grace, or its progreſſive Motion, and in the 
Aſſurance of this, that the Righteous alſo ſhall 


Bold on his Way, and be that hath clean Hands ſpall 


3. Arongeg and ſtronger. 9 We proceed, 
Secondly, To ſpeak of Spiritual Sailing as dan- 


gerous, and when in particular it may be ſaid to 


be ſo; and Spiritual Sailing is dangerous to the 


People of God, 
$ Job xvii. 9. 
3 * TI. When 
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66 
I. When they are toſſed up and down with 
the Waves of Afliction. 


II. When they live} in evil Days, and perilous 
Times. 


I. When they are toſſed up and down with the 
Waves of Affliction, one Wave upon the Back of 
another, which is often their Caſe, and frequently 
their Topic and common Converſation; ſometimes 
as though they had nothing elſe to relate. — Such 


mournful Accounts as theſe 7ob had brought to 


him, by one Meſſenger after another, concerning 
the Loſs of his Children and Subſtance ; and 
ſeldom it 15 in the Experience of the Saints, that 
one Affliction comes alone; however, all are by 
Divine Appointment, and to which, they were 
appointed, and for their Good: — And ſome of 

the Lord's People, who more than others of them, 
have been often lifred up and caft down, before 
his ſtripping of them in a providential Way, or 


otherwiſe afflicting of them, he has been pleaſed 


(in order to prepare them the better to receive 


the Shock) to bring them into his Banqueting- 
Houſe, and make them ſome Viſit of Live and 
Grace; by this they have been armed to weather 


the Storm, and made more expert in divine 
Things, and inured to divine Dealings, more than 
| what 


C 
what Numbers ** Profeſſors are + cc wich, 
and which is well Known by their Language. 

The People of God, though their Sailing may 
appear dangerous, and, through their Tempta- 
tions, is really ſo, when toſſed up and down with 
Waves of Affliction, yet are a bleſſed and happy 
People; notwichſtanding the Contrar: ety there is 
within them, the Cortuptions which ariſe, and 
Murmurings in their Hearts againſt God, looking 
at this Providence, and the other Diienfarion, as 
intricate and terrible; ſurely, ſays a Believer, 
under Fits of Unbelief, the Lord deals with none 
ke me, none plagued every Morning, and tried 
every Moment, as I am. This is the Language 
of ſome ſailing to the peaceful Realms of Light, 


though very unjuſtifiable in them; they, like 


Samſon, appear to have loſt their Strength, and 
then it may be ſaid to be dangerous failing; and 


this, as to aflifiive Diſpenſations, David had the 
Experience of, who ſays, Deep calle: unto Deep 
at the Noiſe of thy Water Spouts; all iy Waves and 
thy Billews are gone over me; * but all had not gone 
over him, he was miſtaken; he apprehended it 


ſo, as the People of God often have, who are 


prone, in ſuch Caſes, to take Things wrong, and 


N bs Pfalm 7. 
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write that upon the Sovereign Dealings that was 
never in the Divine Mind towards them; which 
is not only an Argument of their Weakneſs and 
Imperfection, but an evident Demonſtration that 

the Church of Chriſt, while on the Ocean of this 
World, is greatly toſſed with Temptation, and, 
at Times, without Comfort or Conſolation, ac- 
cording to that, Ob! thou affified, toſſed * with 7 em- 
Peſt, and not comfarted : + It is well God's People 
will not be always in ſuch a Situation, toſſed up 


and down as at preſent, tried and afflited i in their 


Sculs, and outward Circumſtances ; and yet the 
dead Sea ſhall not ſwallow them up, let Times 
be as they may, and failing be dangerous | as it 
will; for though they may be perſecuted, as well 


as otherwiſe afflicted, they are not forſaken ; caſt 
down, but not deſtroyed. E 


II. When they live i in evil Days, and perilous 


T1 ines : ; and there is ſome Appearance of this 


now; we live in evil Days, when the Doctrines of 
the Grace of God are traduced by a great Number 
of Men, and the moſt comfortable and ſalutary 
Dodtrines i in the Word of God are moſt baſely 
lampooned by many others, who would be thought 
to be good Men, and Miniſters of Chriſt t too; ; 


y lala liv 11. r 2 Cor. iv. 9. 
this 


c 21 ) 


this therefore. is an evil Time, when Spiritual 
Sailing is dangerous, and Men and their Faith 
may be ſhip wrecked : And though the Faith 
of the Goſpel, and the Faith of Gad's Ele 
may ſuffer, in a Senſe, yet not as the Faith of 
common nominal Profeſſors, which, with. their 
Perſons, will ſuffer great Loſs, and all their 
pretended Faith will be loſt as dangerous. — It 1s 
evil Days, when the Divinity and Godhead of 
Chriſt is denied, preached againſt, wrote againſt, 
and ſhut out by many; and it is not doubted, 
but the Apoſtle had his Eye, as a diſcerning 
Man, upon theſe Times, 1 in which we now live; 

who, when exhorting the Epbefians to the Re- 
demprion of Time, enforces his Exhortation 
with this Poſition, becauſe the Days are evil. * Evil 
Days indeed, when the Cauſe and Intereſt of 
Feſus Chriſt | is deſpiſed by Profeſſors and profane, 


in public and private; evil Days, when the long 


F orbearance and Goodneſs of God is fo much 


abuſed, and highly affronted, among all Sorts of 


Perſons ; : evil Days and perilous Times, when 
there is ſo little of the Fear of God, and Truth 
is fallen i in the Streets, and Equity cannot enter; ; 
but as bad and evil as the Days are now, it is 


3 | — 


. * Bpheſans V. 16. 


oreatly | 


X 22 ) 
greatly to be feared, they will be ſoon work, gh 
of theſe Times the Apoſtle warns his Son Timothy; 
This know alſo, that in the laſt Days peri lous Times 


all come; I and Spiritual Sailing may be dan- 
gerous in evil Days and perilous Times, 


1 Through the looſe and careleſs Walk of 
Profeſſors. 


4 val > 37 5 


II. Through the Truth being corruped, and 
eyil. ſpoken.« of. 


III. Through the criminal Conformity of ſome 
of God's People with the Times. 


IV. Through carnal Profeſſors j jeering and de- 
riding the Golpel. 


I. Through the looſe and N Walk of | 
Profeſſors ; Numbers of ſuch there are in our 
Days, and, by the Conduct of ſome of them, one 
would almoſt be tempted to imagine they were 
Heathens; I am perſuaded there are many of 
them no better than Heathens; on the one Hand, 
they do not believe the Word of God; and on 
the other, they live as if there was N Death 
and Judgment to come, no God to whom they 
muſt be accountable ; and herein they are practt- 
cally Athieſts, a Shame and Reproach to Reli- 
gion, and whoſe Company ought to be ſhunned 


t 2 Tim. iii. 1. 


by 


123) 


by all good Men. I once knew a Man of this 


Complexion particularly well, who made a good 
Profeſſion of Religion, at leaſt in Words, and 
ſeemed, for a Time, to bid fair for a good Spiri- 
tual Sailor, one that might be looked upon as 
failing apace to the Shore of Bliſs and Happi- 
neſs; but, his Conduct afterwards being very 
different to what it had been, I was ſent for by 


lome of the Family, to converſe with him upon 


that Head, when, to my great Surprize, after ſome 
Interrogations, he replied, with an Air, too much 
like Pharaoh's, but in other Words, To whom 
am I to be accountable ? This, however dreadful, 
is the Language of many Profeſſors now: I hope, 
and believe, I am ſpeaking to Perſons that know 
the Difference, through ſpecial and diftinguiſhing 
Grace, though we are branded with the Name of 
Antinomians, but we prove them as ſuch before 
ſpecified, and anſwer them and others, in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Do we make void the 
Law through Faith ? God forbid; yea, we eſtabliſh 
the Law; and moſt true it is, that the Law is 
eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel. If any object to this, 
let them examine their Bibles, and ſee if we, 
who expect Life and Salvation only by free and 


* Romans iii. 31. 
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ſovereign Grace, do not come neareſt the Mind 
of the Spirit of God: And we hope, through 
Grace, we ſhall be able to out- ſail many of our 
Arminian F riends, whatever they think to the 
contrary, as we look for this Bleſſing, as only 
diſcovered through our Lord Jeſus Chrift; and 
while we maintain the Sovereignty of God in the 
Diſtribution of his Favours, we diſcountenance 
that which is inconſiſtent therewith, and thoſe 
Perſons, whoſe looſe and careleſs Walk brings 
Religion into Contempt; ſome of whoſe Cha- 
racters are given us by the Apoſtle, Traitors, 
beady, bigh-minded, Lovers of Pleaſures more than 
Lovers of God; having a Form of Gvdlineſs, bui 
denying the Power thereof; from ſuch turn away. F 
Many Profeſſors, inſtead of being a Credit 10 
Religion, wound and ſtab it, through their ill 
ConduR, and, as far as permitted, make Spiritual 

Sailing ſo dangerous; they profeſs that they know 
Cod; but in Works they deny bim, being abominable, 
and diſobedient, and unto every good Work * +, 
This is to be lamented. | 


? AS 
PPS A 


. 


II. Through the Truth being e = 
evil ſpoken of, Spiritual Sailing is dangerous; 
not Truth in general only, though this is to be 

2 2 Tim. iii. 4, 50 5 Titus i. 16. 
complained 


95 E | 
complained of, but the rich and fundamental 
Truths of the Goſpel, which are evily treated, 


through Men of corrupt Minds, which obliges 


many of God's People to ſay, They have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they have laid bim. 
Take away the Truth, and you take away a good 


Man's Life, in effect, for in Truth lies the Life 


of all his Comforts. — That there were ſome who 
did this in the Apoſtle's Days, appears evident 
from what he ſays: For we are not as many, 
20 corrupt the Word of God; but as of Sincerity, but 
as of God, in the Sight of God ſpeak we in Chriſt : | 
Ahd while Enemies to Truth ſtudy how they may 
corrupt it; Charity or Love, and its F riends, 


rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in the Truth. 5 
The Apoſtle Peter, after he had been ſpeaking of 


falſe Teachers, and their damnable Hereſies, 
adds this, And many. ſhall follow their pernicious 
Ways, by reaſon of whom the Way of Truth ſhall be 


evil ſpoken of : || And when this prevails, it is dan- 


gerous failing to. the People of God, that are 


paffing through this World, to that which is to 


come; to a much better than we are now in: And 
it is our great Mercy, that we are in ExpeCatian 


= John XxX. 13. | 1 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
$ 1 Cor. xii. 6, | j 2 Peter ii. 2, 
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of a glorious Time, when Chriſt will come to 
reign perſonally upon the Earth ; this will be a 
glorious Time with the Saints; but what Differ- 
_ ence there will be, as to Enjoyment, betwixt 
ultimate Glory and the perſonal Reign of Chr itt 
the Word of God is filent about. But we are 
in particular now to conſider this Spiritual Sail- 
ing, and, as enabled, to keep to our T ext. We 
are almoſt 1 in a Winter Seaſon in Nature, and in 
a figurative Senſe too; it is Winter Time with 
the Saints, many Clouds and Darkneſs, Storms 
and Tempeſts, appear in their Horizon, and 
ſeem to hang over them; ſo that, both in A 
natural and ſpiritual Senſe, perilous Times are at 
hand, Truth is eclipſed, and 9 the Glory i is de- 
parted from Hrael. 


III. Through the criminal Conformity of ſome 
of God's People with the Times, Spiritual Sail- 
ing is dangerous: This hath been a growing Evil 
for a long Time, and, it is to be feared, will be 
more ſo, according to the Appearance of Things, 
and the Teſtimony of the Word of God, which 
forbids this criminal Conformity to the T imes, 
and cenſures and condemns it in the People of 
God, who are certainly culpable in giving Coun- 
tenance to the unſcriptural and unwarrantable 


Worſhi ip 


1 
Worlbip 154 Practice of the Day, in which nei- 


ther the Order of God's Houſe nor the Laws of 
Chrift are obſerved. And the obvious Truth 


is, we ſeem to be aſhamed that our Sentiments 
ſhould be known, or aſhamed of our Faith and | 
Profeſſion, by which we are denominated, and 
diſtinguiſhed from others: 5 Many, who belong to 
the Lord, know this to be true, and i it would be 
well, it this Conformity was not ſo much found 
among many of God's dear Children, who would 
do well to adhere to the Advice of the Apoſtle: 
And be not conſe ormed to this World; but be "ye tranſ-. 
formed by the renewing of your Mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect 
ill of God. * 


Our Lord Jeſus, that great Prophet of the 
Church, knowing the Weakneſs and Frailty of 
his People, the Snares and Baits that would be 
Jaid for them, and their Proneneſs to fall in with 
this _ other Temptations, put up 1 this Petition 
to his Father for them, I pray not that that 
ſooulde take them out of the World, but that thou 
fhouldeſt keep them from the Evil, Þ+ he knew they 
would be liable to be enſnared and 8 in 
evil and dangerous Times. 

* Romans xi; 2. 1 John xvii. I 8. 


2 - IV. Through 


( 28 ) 
Iv. Through carnal Profeſſors 3 jeering and de- 
riding the Goſpel. We may call them Profeſſors, 
and by this Epithet carnal, for their Profeſſion doth 
not make them ſpiritual; their Profeſſion may 
# ſuppoſe them to be the Subjects of Grace, though 
| it neither gives it nor entitles them to it; to 
Þ theſe, I take it, the Pſalmiſt alludes, when he ſays, 
| | that ſtandeth in the Way of Sinners, and fitteth in the | 
ö g Seat of the ſcornful. And of theſe the Apoſtle 
| i Fude ſpeaks, in which he cites the Apoſtles of 
Ul Chriſt, and ſays, How that they told you there 
ſhould be Mockers in the laſt Time, who ſhould walk 
after their own ungodly Luſts. Theſe be they who ſepa- 
rate themſelves, ſenſual, having not the Spirit. + De- 
riders of the Goſpel of Chriſt, of the very funda- 
mental Doctrines of it, and in the Number of 
them God's Choice of his Ele& in Chrit; ſome 
of the Perſons, here referred to, are called Stars; 
dark Stars indeed, wandering Stars, and Stars 
that give a dim, diſmal, and ſhocking Light. — 
If Men deride the Golpel of Chri N, no Wonder 
they deride T hings of not a Quarter the Worth 


or Value. But See EY will be moſt 
dangerous, 


of 


Firſt, When Pans will be eſtabliſhed by Law. 
nn * Palm i 5 + Jude 18, 19, 
os Secondly, 


CH. 
Secondly, When there will be a Famine of the. 
Word. 


Ti tirdy, When there is no Sight of the Sun. 7 


Fourthly, When there is no Sight of the Stars,” 


and but few godly Men and as Miniſters to 
be found. 


Fir, When Popery ws be eſtabliſhed by Law. 
As it has been, it is our Mercy now it is not; 
we can ſit under our Vines and Fi ig Trees, and 
none to make us afraid; but yet there i is more 
Popery among God's own People, and in ſome of 
the Churches of Chriſt, where God's Ordinances 
are obſerved, than is imagined ; ſome among 
them are too much like ſome of our Nobility, 
that cannot be contented, unleſs they are fre- 
quently 1 in France. Thus 1 it appears in this Time 
of Day. Alt is our Mercy, as obſerved before, 
it is not eſtabliſhed by Law, as. it was in the 
Reign of bloody Mary, when the poor Saints 

ſmarted for oppoſing it, and contending earneſtly 
for the Faith ; ſome of whom ſuffered greatly 
by Bonds and Impriſonment, while many of the 
Martyrs Bodies were melting in the Flames; they 
found their Paſſage in ſailing through this World 
very irkſome, dangerous, and diſtreſſing; and, in 
the Light of Revelation and Reaſon, we cannot look 
118 | for 
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for better Times; "thoſe that are F riends t to cli 


cannot expect better Uſage; eſpecially if they ſtand 
up for the unmixed Goſpel, and the perfect Sa- 
crifice, Atonement, and Satisfaction that Chri/t 
has made, and the Sovereignty of divine Grace: 
This will expoſe you to the Rage and Fury of thoſe 
that eſpouſe the Doctrines of Rome, and are 
Sticklers for Popery : Some of you that are 
young Ones here this Evening, for what I know 
to the contrary, may live to ſee ſomething « of this; 
and, from my Soul, I wiſh you may ſtand, and 
having done all to ſtand ; at this Time Anti- 
cbriſtianiſm will prevail and ſpread, and the Man 
Sin ſhew. himſelf abroad in his native Dreſs and 
genuine Colours 3. chat Things will be thus cir- 


* * * 


$ bal the 7 —— 4 f 3 have Fellowſtip with 


thee, which | frameth Miſchief by @ Law ? They gather 
themſelves together againſt the Soul of the Righteous, 


and condemn the innocent Blood. At. this Time the 


Saints Enemies will gather themſelves together 


againſt them, as in the Reign before ſpecified; 
the Words, I take it, have Reference thereto, and 
then Spiritual Sailing will be dangerous; and it 


vill be well, if the People of God, then, s can iid, 


1 Pſalm xciv. 20, 21. ff ee LA. P 
8: ” | all 


- 


[EE 

all for Chrift; it will be no eaſy Thing for Be- 
| lieyers, then, ſo to do: though, at this Time, they 
: ſeem to ſtand in Need of it: And, when this is the 


Caſe, the great ( Ones of the Earth will rejoice: And 


they that dwell upon the Earth ſhall. rejoice over them, 
and make merry, and ſhall ſend Gifts one to another ; 
becauſe theſe iwo Prophets tormented them that dwelt 
on the Earth. + We ſhall not go then fo eaſily 
backwards and forwards on the Lord's Day, to 
| hear the Word of God, as now. ie 


'Secondhy, When en be a Famine of the 
Word, Spiritual Sailing will be dangerous: And 
what more diſagreeable, difficult, and diſtreſſing, 

to ſenſible, hungry, and thirſty Saints, than the 
Want of it; but, as trying as it may be, the Lord 
hath reſolved upon it: Behold, the Days come, 
| faith the Lord God, that I will ſend 'a Famine in tbe 
Land; not a Famine f Bread, nor a Thirſt for 
Water, but of hearing the Words of the Lord. And 


' they ſhall wander from Sea to Sea, and from the North 


even to the Eaſt, they ſhall run to and fro to ſeck the 
Mord of the Lord, and ſball not find it. & There will 
be Preachers, but few that preach the pure Word 
of God, the Word in its Purity, and unmixed 


Simplicity. 
1 Rev, xi. 10. 13 Amos vill. 11, 12. 
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Thirdy, When there is no Sight of the Sun, 


Spiritual Sailing will be moſt dangerous; when 
Believers will be at a Loſs to know where they 


are, and upon what Bottom they reſt, and whe- 
ther Chrift is their Pilot or not; it was ſo with 
the A poſtle i in a literal Senſe: And when neither 
Sun nor Stars in many Days appeared, and no ſmall 
Tempeſt lay on us, all Hope that we ſhould be ſaved 
w then taken away. * But the Time is coming, 
when the Sun of Righteouſneſs will not only ſhine 
upon the Saints, as at fome Seaſons now, but 
with unclouded Glory for ever: But unto you 
that fear my Name ſhall the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe 
uit h Healing in his Wings; and ye Hall go forth, and 
grow up as Calves of the Stall : | And Chriſt is not 
only called a Sun, but a Shield, and found fo to 
be by his Saints 5 For the Lord God is a Sun and 
Shield; the Lord will give Grace and Glory; and no 
good Thing will he wit h- Bold from them that walk up- 
rightly. What can the People of God do without 
this Sun and Shield now? and the Blood and 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is this unto them; this is 
their Plea at the Throne of Grace, and, more or 
leſs, they have all their Petitions tinctured with 
LO ee - 
Ads xvii. 20. 1 Mal. iv. 2. + Plalmlxxxiv. 11. 


Four thly, 


* 


TH. 


Fourthl, and Laſth, When there is no Sight of 


the Stars, and but few godly Men and Goſpel 
Miniſters to be found, Spiritual Sailing will be 
moſt dangerous. Miniſters of the Goſpel are 
improperly, or in a figurative Senſe, ſo called in 
the Word of God, on Account of the Light they 


are enabled to give, and communicate to others, 


the Uſe and Service they are of to the Souls of 


Men; all of which is borrowed from Chriſt, the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, to whom they owe all their 
Succeſs, and by whom they are fixed, directed, 
appointed and removed; who is therefore ſaid to 
bold the Seven Stars in his Rig h Hand.* When theſe 
Stars are eclipſcd, as, at the Timewe are ſpeaking 
of, they will be, and perhaps removed too, the 
Day will be dark, and many Difficulties attend 
Spiritual Sailing; but yet the People of God will 
get over this, and that Word will be verified, 
And though the Lord give you the Bread of Advenſiiy, 
and the Water of Afiifiion, yet ſhall not thy Teachers 
be removed into a Corner any more, but thine Eyes ſhall 
ſee thy Teachers : | It implies they will be re. 
moved for ſome Time ; but a brighter Day will 


take place after this, though few godly Men and 


Goſpel Miniſters will be found now; agreeable to 


Rev. ii. 1. 4 Ilalah xxx. 20. 
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that Word, Help, Lord, for the godly Man ceaſeth; 
For the Faithful fail from among the Children of Men : + 


The Numbers of the one, and the other, will be 
like the Grape-Gleanings of the Vintage, accord- 
ing to what the Prophet obſerves; Woe is me, 
for I am as when they have gathered the $ ammer- 
Fruits, as the G rape-Gleanings of the Vintage; there 


ig no Cluſter to eat; my Soul defired the firſt ripe 


Fruit, F When Miniſters of the Goſpel are re- 
moved into Corners, and their Uſefulneſs ſuſ- 
pended, when the Voice of the Gofpel is not 
heard from them, and the Stars ceaſe to give their 
Light, or rather do not appear, this will make 
Spiritual Sailing dangerous. But, as dangerous 
as Spiritual Sailing ere long will be, we are not 
to underſtand by it, 


Either, I. That the People of God will be in 
Danger of loſing their Grace. 


Or, II. That the People of God will be in 


Danger of being loſt themſelves. 


Or, III. That the People of God will be in 
Danger. of eternal Damnation. 

I. By Spiritual Sailing being dangerous, or as 
dangerous as it can be, we are not to underſtand 


that the People of God can loſe their Grace: If 


+ Pſalm xii. 1. 1 Micah vii. 1. : 
| this 


C 3s YL 


this could be done, they muſt be a melancholly 
and unhappy People indeed; but Grace is of coo 
pure and immortal a Nature ever to be loſt; it 
is in the Hands of Chriſt, ſecured there, and is 
given forth, according to his Wiſdom, Love and 
Grace, to his People, who ſtand in Need of it, 
and frequent and freſh Supplies of it; and is ſaid 
to be a good Work begun; Being confident of this 
very Thing, that he, which hath begun a good Work in 
you, will perform it until the Day of Feſus Chriſt. * 
Everlaſting Love, or ſpecial Favour manifeſted - 
and given, is ſpecial Grace, and ſpecial Grace is 
a Seed too precious ever to be loſt ; He that goeib 
forth and weepeth, bearing precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs 
come again with Rejoicing, bringing his Sbeaves with 
him. I And of him, who is born of God, we are 
ſure, that his Seed remaineth in him; & he ſhall never 
lofe his Grace. 


Nor, II. By Spiritual Sailing being dangerous, 
are we to underſtand that the People of God are, 
or will be, in Danger of being loſt themſclves : 
They are the Purchaſe of Chriſt's Blood, he 13 
down his Life for them, by him they are pre- 
ſerved, and though the Ocean they are upon is 
ſometimes ſtormy, tempeſtuous, and affrighting, 

* Philip. i. 6. t P falm cxxvi. 6, § 1 John iii. 9, 
Po | E 2 | and 
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and they are threatened with a Wreck, yet, as 
Paul, and all the Ship's Company with bim, they will 
-get ſafe to Land. The Church of Chrift is not 
ſuch a Church as Doctor Sacheveril ſpake of, 
that he ſaid was in Danger ; ; if he knew his own 
Meaning, or the true Meaning of a Church, he 
muſt mean the Church of Rome, and her daſtardly 
Offspring, who can ſuck in his Doctrine of Paſſive 
Obedience and Non. Reſiſtance with open Mouth; 

he could not mean the Church of 'Chrift, that 
never was nor ever will be in Danger; it is 
upon Cbriſts Shoulder, ſupported by him, and 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it; & and, 

as our Lord alſo ſays, WW hile T was with them i in the 
World, I kept them in thy Name (meaning his Fa- 
ther) thoje that thou gaveſt me I bave kept, and none 
of them is loft, but the Son of Perdition ; that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled: And elſewhere he ſays, 
give unto them ejernal Life, and they fhall never 
* ji), neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand, t 


Nor, III. and Laſtly, By Spiritual Sailing being 
dangerous, are we to underſtand that the People 
of God are in Danger of eternal Damnation: 
Sometimes they are afraid they do not belong to 

1 Acts xXVIi. 44. $ Iſaiah ix. 6. and Matt. xvi. 18. 

e t John xvii. 12. and x. 28, 


Chriſt, | 


: te) 
Cbrift, though they have no Need to fear this, 

however difficult Spiritual Sailing may be. And 
I have often thought of that Paſſage in Times 
of Darkneſs, with ſome Degree of Truſt and 
Delight, V herefore ſhould I fear in the Days of 
Evil, when the Iniquity of my Heels Gall compaſs me 
about ＋ God's People have no Need to fear, 
there i is no Danger of their being damned, they 
are ſecured in Feſus Chriſt, who gave Body for 
Body, and Soul for Soul, laid down his Life for 
his Church, that their Salvation might be ſure 
and certain, and has made all needful Proviſion 
for them in their Way home, and for thoſe Times 
when Spiritual Sailing will be moſt dangerous. 

+ Pſalm xlix. f. 


The End of the Firſt Sermon. 
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On Wedneſday Evening, October 11, 1775. 


GC <4 + 


AC TS xxl 9. 


And when Sailing was now dangerous, becauſe the 
Fe of was now already paſt. 


=p 


E took Occaſion, the Second Wedneſday 
in the preceding Month, to make an 
Obſervation or two upon the general 

Run of this Chapter; and withal obſerved, that 
according to the Account given in the New 


Teſtament, that this was the laſt Journey, or 


Voyage, that our Apoſtle made, and which was 
under the ſpecial and immediate Guidance and 
Direction of God, not a mere caſual Thing. We 


obſerved alſo, what might be apprehended or 


prefigured 


(39 ) 

Prefigured in theſe Words, ſeeing there was one, 
at leaſt, or more, of (God's Elect, in the Ship 
with the Apoſtle, and miglit be an Emblem of 
the Church of Chri it, in the preſent State of 
Things, who is like a Ship upon the Ocean. 
And, when we had given you ſome Hints of this 
Sort, and animadverted thereon, we opened our 
Text with ſeveral Things that appeared obvious 
therein; and, in order to accommodate the Subject 
to our preſent Ti ime, eſpecially unto the People | 
of God in general, We > propoſed. to 90 Threr 

Things: 5 | 


L-T9 enquire clan into Spiritual Sailing. 


II. To ſpeak of Spiritual Sailing as dangerous, 
lid when, in particular, it may be ſaid to be ſo. 


III. To take Notice of the Port or Haven 
that the People of God are {ailing to. 


We have already gone through the Firſt and 
Second Heads; and as for ſuch that are ac- 
quainted with divine Things, who then attended, 
theſe muſt have heard from them, ſomething at 
leaſt, of that Experience, which, either more or 
leſs, is found in the Hearts of all thoſe that 
know the Grace of God in Truth. We ſhall 
give you no particular Enumeration of them 

now, 
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ö now, what has 855 already offered may ſuffice; 


We proceed therefore, as propoſed, 


Thirdly, To take Notice of the port or en 
that the People of God are ſailing to. Notwith- 


ſtanding Sailing is dangerous, and the People of 
God are ſailing through the Sea of this World to 


the heavenly World, that is the Port or Haven 


they are bound for, and one of the chiefeſt fair 


Havens the Saints have their Eye upon, where 
every Thing is calm, ſafe, and ſuitable to their 


Condition, not one of the fair Havens, 


ſpoken of in the Context, which was not 
commodious for Paul and bis Company to winter 
in + but this is a fair Haven indeed, and every way 
commodious, ſeaſonable and healthful. As ſoon 
as a Sinner commences a Believer, - or as ſoon as 
a Work of Grace is wrought i in him, that he is 
turned to God, either more or leſs, it may be 
laid, he is failing through this World, out of 
it; and of him it may be truly ſaid, as of the 
Spouſe i in the Canticles, ho is his that cometh up 
from the Wilderneſs, leaning upon ber Beloved? & AS 
ſoon as the People of God are openly and mani- 
feſtly the People of God, and their Calling and 
Converſion is evident, even as ſoon as they are en- 
abled to taſte that the Lord is gracious, they 


+ Acts xxvii. 8, 12. Cant. viii. 5: 


begin 


F 

begin ſetting fail, rejoicing in the Change they 
have paſſed under, and in the Proſpect of what 
is before them ; and, in the Language of Job, 
would not live here away. * The Church of Chriſt 
in this World is, like the Ship upon the Ocean, 
very unſettled, liable to many Changes, toſſed 
here and there, removed to and fro, ſometimes in 
one Situation, and ſometimes in another; by 
which they become acquainted with, and are 
taught what Spiritual Sailing means; and no 
greater ſpiritual Sailor, I think, ever was than 
the Apoſtle himſelf. If the Reaſon be demanded, 
why there are any that are truly de- 
ſirous to fail out of this World to the heaven- 
ly World, to that Port or Haven, it is preſently 
annexed, becauſe they are not of this World; 
and this is the Reaſon aſſigned by our Lord, why 
they meet with that IIl- treatment they do here, 
and muſt expect, whilſt they are here in a Wil- 
derneſs; for as they are not to expect great Things 
for themſelves in this World, ſo neither can they 
reaſonably expe ſinooth Things long || : And it is very 
ſeaſonably obſerved, by our Lord to his Diſciples, 
if ye were of the World, the World would love his 
own; but becauſe ye are not of the World, but I have 
choſen you out of the World, therefore the World 
| Job vii. 166 || Jer; xlv. 5. 
F | hateth 
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hateth you; F it is becauſe they were choſen out of 


the World, and were ſailing out of it: And owing 


to this, we find, that, when our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt was addreſſing his Father, reſpecting his 
Diſciples before ſpoken of, to whom he had given 


the Goſpel to diſpenſe, he aſſigns this ſame 


Reaſon; I have given them thy Word; and the World 


' hath hated them, becauſe they are net of the World, even 


as I am not of the World. * The Saints are on their 
Paſſage now, and failing on and upwards, that 
they may be ready to meet the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hereafter, or rather to be in readineſs to attend 
upon and accompany him, after the general 
Conflagration, or univerſal Burning, when all 


Sailipg will be over with them, and when he and 
they will deſcend from heaven, when the new 


Earth is prepared for him and them, agreeable to 
the Account that John gives of this: And I John 


' ſaw the Holy City, new Teruſalem, coming \ down 


from God out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned 
for her Huſband. + The Place, Port or Haven, 


from which they will come down, and to which 


N they are now failing, is the Third Heaven, 


where every T hing that now hinders ſhall be remov- 


ed; and in the New Earth they will meet with no 


Obſtruction at all, no unhealthy, unfavourable 


John xv. 19. John xvii. 14. + Revelation xxi. 2. 


Winds 


— 


* (43.2 
Winds will be ever felt by ; nor Enemies 
to diſturb or vex them, for then the Wicked and 
Ungodly Hall be Aſhes under the Soles of their Feet, | 
as faith the Prophet. And it is well worthy of 
our Notice, that, as ſoon as this univerſal Burn- 
ing is over, thoſe Spiritual Sailors, and Chriſt, 
who is their Head and Pilot, who ſteered for 
them, and conducted them through the Sea of 
this World, will be fixed in thoſe Places of 


Honour and Rewards, that were * them 
long before. Or thus, 


They are ſailing to the heayenly World, 


Firſt, Where they will have an abundant En- 
trance. 


Secondly, Where they will be lafe and ſecure 
from every Storm. 


Thirdly, Where they will enjoy perfect Reſt and 
Quietnels. 


Firſt, They are ailing to the heavenls World, 
where they will have an abundant Entrance. 
When the Wind is in Favour of the Ship, ſhe 
goes into the deſired Haven with a pleaſant Gale, 
and under full Sail; but however it may be with 
the Souls of the People of God now, or here. 


1 Malachi iv. 3. 
© "after; 
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after, as to ſenſible Enjoyments, or before they 


compleat their Voyage, yet they ſhall have an 


abundant Entrance, the Lord will give it them; 
they will be admitted by the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and by that only; this will give them a 


full and compleat Entrance; and they will not 


only come into this Port or Haven with a Wel. 
come, but with all the Congratulations of divine 
Joy and Tranſport, from God the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, more than they are capable to ex- 
preſs; they will not have this abundant En- 
trance upon any Condition at all, of any Sort 
whatever, on their Part, but by the perfect Obe- 
dience of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; this will entitle 
them to it, and be perfect, full and ſatisfying, 
to uſe the Words of the Apoſtle Peter; For ſo an 
Entrance ſhall be miniſtered unto you abundantly, into 
the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. It matters not what Hardſhips they 
meet with in the Way, the Diſtreſſes that Be- 
lievers are ſometimes in, and that not only at 
firſt, when they are enquiring what they ſhall do 
to be ſaved, and when it is ſuggeſted by Satan 
to their Minds, that it is in vain for them to ſeek 
the Lord, and they fear they have no Part nor 


” 2 Petr T7. 


Lot 


| (45) 

Lot in Chrift; not only ſo, but the Enemy 
| ſuggeſts divers Blaſphemies to their Minds, and 
this makes Sailing difficult; but they ſhall have 
an abundant Entrance into this Kingdom not- 
withſtanding, and that purely by him that has 
fulfilled all Righteouſneſs for them. We do 
not find that our Lord Jeſus Chri it, when here, 
told his Diſciples, that they ſhould come to any 
particular Honours, or worldly Grgndeur, and 
ſenſual, flaſhy Enjoyments ; no,. but quite the 
contrary ; d that they were to expect little elſe 


but Troubles, Temptations, and Diſtreſſes of 
one Kind and another. 


The Apoſtle Paul . it ſo 1 Experience, 
who, after he had been weather-beaten for a 
conſiderable Time, and had endured Hardneſs, 
as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and had been 
baſely uſed, and perſecuted, with others, on the 
Account of the Goſpel, yet he, after a little Re- 
vival and Refreſhment, makes a Viſit to his 
Friends ; Confirming the Souls of the Diſciples, and 
exhorting them to continue in the Faith, and that we 
muſt through much Tribulation enter into the King- 
dom of God. J Some of God's People have waded 
through a Sea of Blood, in a comparative Senſe, 


$ AQts xiv. 22, 
to 


FR. 5 


to this Kingdom; and what are we better than 


they, ſuppoſing it ſhould be our Lot? Was it to 


be ſo, it would be an Honour, a great Honour, 
a very particular one; and when Grace is in 
Exercife, ſome of God's People have been 
criminal, in deſiring to ſeal that Love they have 
had to the Lord Feſus Chriſt with their Blood; 
becauſe he had taken ſuch Hold of their Hearts, 
and wherever he takes Hold he keeps it, and 
will never let it go; nothing can thruſt him 
away, or cauſe him ever totally to depart. This 
is the Nature of Chriſt's Love to his People, 
which is always pure and unmixed, as well as 
everlaſting; and, under ſome of theſe Enjoy- 
ments, they have ſecretly wiſhed, as I have my- 
ſelf in the Courſe of my Experience, for a per- 
ſecuting Time, that I might evidence and 
openly diſcover my Love to the Lord, ready 
to ſay, as the Apoſtle in another Caſe ; Aud he, 


trembling and aftoniſhed, ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to do? 1 


Second! „They are failing to the heavenly 
World, where they will be ſafe and ſecure from 
every Storm. That is their Mercy, though here 
they meet with many, and different Obſtacles, 

't Acts ix. 6. 


2 


as Mariners do in the general. Various Accounts 
of this we have in the Word of God, which 
abounds with it, and many in that bleſſed Body 
of Divinity, the Book of Pſalms; wherein the 
Trials of the Saints are deciphered and exhibited 
to View, the many Storms and Tempeſts that 
they meet with here below; and when they do 
not apprehend that the Hand of God is ſpecial 
in them, that makes the Storm more dreadful 
and awful : The Providence of God is intricate, 
he enwraps himſelf in a Cloud, Clouds are round 
about him; The Lord hath his Way in the Whirl- 
wind, and in the Storm, and the Clouds are the Duſt 
of his Feet. + What a wonderful God is our God, 
and what a ſpecial Protection the People of God 
have ! Though Sailing be thus dangerous, and 
they are ſailing through ſuch a tempeſtuous State, 
and are now on a Sea of Glaſs, yet they are not 
exactly like what the Church of Chrift will be, 
juſt before and after the Deſtruction of Antichriſt: 
And I ſaw as it were a Sea of Glaſs mingled with 
Fire; and them that had gotten the Viftory over the 
Beaſt, and over his Image, and over his Mark, and 
over the Number of his Name, ftand on the Sea of 
Glaſs, having the Harps of God. T 


+ Nahum i. z. 1 Rev, xv. 2. 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, They are failing to the heayetily 
World, where they will enjoy perfect Reſt and 
Quietneſs : Nothing at all to diſturb them there. 
It is ſeldom Communion and Fellowſhip is en- 
Joyed with God now, but is often interrupted, 
though it is the beſt Specimen of Heaven, of 
the Joys and Glories of the other World, they 
can be entertained with here; and though ſome- 
times ſhort, yet ſweet, ſolid and pleaſant, and, 
while continued, encreaſes warm Deſires, and 
Longings to be at the Fountain-Head. At pre- 
ſent, theſe Mercies are like a Way-faring Man, 
that tarries but for a Night; and our Commu- 
nion with God meets with its Allays, and is 
diſturbed and interrupted, either through the 
World, or Satan, or new and unexpected Temp- 
tations, or the Treachery, Unbelief, and De- 
ceitfulneſs of our Hearts ; through all of which 
the People of God are ſailing to that World, 
where they will enjoy perfect Reſt and Quiet- 
neſs, without any Trouble, or the leaſt Remains 
of Corruption; for true it is, as obſerved by 
the Author to the Hebrews, There remaineth 
therefore a Reſt to the People of God, * Some of 
whom, though they can give their Aſſent to 

| * Hebrews iv. 9. | | 
this, 


| (49) © 
this, yet often fear they are not intereſted in it 
themſelves, or they would not mind the Rubs 
that they meet with here; or were they but 
aſſured, that in the End they ſhould reſt and be 
quiet: And you that are Believers, here this 
Evening, and, I hope I am ſpeaking to many 
of this Character, is this your Experience, and 
do theſe Thoughts diſtreſs your Mind? you may 
depend upon it, though it be thus with you 
now, that you will get ſafe into this Port or 
Haven at laſt; however you may be toſſed when 
getting off the Ocean, or as the Mariner force 
rimes is, a little before he makes Land, which, 
when effected, produces Joy and Gladneſs: Then 
are they glad (that is, the Mariners before ſpoxen 
of) Becauſe they be quiet; ſo be bringeth them unto 
their defired Haven. $ He that produces a Calm 
in Nature, and he that makes a Calm in the 
Soul, 1s Jeſus Chrift, even that Jehovah, and his 
Father, that gathers the Wind in his Fiſts, and 
the Waters in the Hollow of his Hand; What is 
his Name, and what is his Son's Name, if thou canſt 
tell? + No 


: Or, thus, Fhey are Wh: to the | heavenly 
World. | 


$ Plalm cvii. 30. i Prov. xxx. 45-- 


Fit, 


Bc 
Firjt, Where Angels dwell. 


Secondly, Where the Lord ſits enthroned. 


Thirdly, Where great T hings are laid up. 


Fuuribiy, Where their Inheritance is reſerved 
for them. 


Fifthly, Where ſpiritual and refined Pleaſures 
always continue. | 


Firſt, They are ſailing to the breed World, 
where Angels dwell : That is the Port or Haven 
they are failing to; we ſo ſpeak of Angels, 


that is their chief and particular Reſidence z they 
attend upon the Lord there, and in another 


Manner than what we do here; and, always 
without Diſtraction, they obey his Ge are 
concerned in the Execution of many Parts of his 
divine Providence, and in that Help and Ser- 


vice to the People of God which they are little 


aware of; though we are forbid adoring or 


» worſhipping of them, we are obliged to ſove- 


reign Grace, and everlaſting Love, for the kind 
Offices · they undertake in our Behalf. When our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt had been ſpeaking to his Diſ- 
ciples of thoſe Offences which muſt gome (and 
be it at the Peril of the Wicked and Ungodly 
to offend One of thoſe little Ones) he adds, 
Tale 


e 
Take heed that ye deſpiſe not One of theſe little Ones; 
for 1 ſay unto you, " that in Heaven their Angels do 

always behold the Face of my Father which is in 

Heaven, * And they are emphatically, and in 

Contradiſtinction to the Angels that fell, called 
the Angels of Heaven, and that by our Lord 
himſelf: But of that Day and Hour knoweth no 
Man, no, not the Angels of Heaven, but my Father i 
buſy, T The Day and Hour here ſpoken of, I —*I 
am apprehenſive, is not intended of Chriſt's Firſt | 
or Second Coming, but of the Lord's coming in 
a way of Judgment upon the Jewiſh Nation, 
for their Rejection of the Meſſiah, and crucify- 
ing and murdering of the Son of God. 


Secondly, They are failing to the heavenly 
World, where the Lord ſits enthroned ; where 
*his Glory and Majeſty is beſt and moſt known, 
and where the Glory of the Godhead is ſo beauti- 

fully diſplayed, through the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
and ſhines there with Luſtre inexpreſſible; and 
therefore, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, when 
ſpeaking againſt profane Swearing, and Swearing 
upon other Occaſions, poſitively ſays, But I ſay 
unto you, ſwear not at all; neither by Heaven, for it 
is God's T, bront; 8 that is, the Glory of God 
 * Matt, zviii. 10. $f Matt. xxiv. 36. &$ Matt. v. 34- | 
8 ſhines 


»it) 


(.52 9 
ſhines molt there, he is enthroned in his Glory 
and Majeſty; and as the Lord ſpeaks of himſelf, 


by the Prophet; T bus faith the Lord, the Heaven 


is my Throne, and the Earth is my Foolſtool; r 
is the Houſe that ye Guild unto me ? and where is the 


Place of my Reſt ? Or, as Iſaiah ſpeaks, when he 
ſaw the Lord, meaning the Lord TFeſus Chriſt ; 
In the Year that King Uzziah died, I ſaw alſo the 
Lord fitting upon a Throne, high and lifted up, and 
Bis Train filled the Temple. F What a comfortable 
Conſideration unto diſtreſſed Saints, or weather- 


beaten Believers here, in the preſent State of 


Things, that they are ſailing upon the Ocean of 


this World, to where the Lord fits enthroned ! 


7 hirdly, They are failing to the heavenly World, 


where great Things are laid up: How great 


the Things which are laid up, no finite Crea- 


ture can tell, no, not unembodied Spirits them- 


ſelves, to the full, much leſs the Saints who 


are here in a State of Imperfection; who, though 


Partakers of divine Grace and Goodneſs, are in- 
capable of declaring what is laid up in that glo- 
rious World and State; that Things truly great, 
and exceeding great, are laid up, is not doubted 
by them: And when the Lord favours them with 
his Smiles, and with the Light of his Coun- 


* Taiah Ixvi. 1. 1 PERL vi. 1. 
| 1 tenance, 


111 
tenance, when he manifeſts himſelf unto his 
People, ſo as he does not to the World, they 
can greedily receive the Truths of the Lord in 
his Word; when they can ſee God in Chriſt, as 
their Covenant God and Father, they can rejoice 
in it, and in Hope of the Glory of God; the 
Language of the P/almiſt upon this is exceeding 
full, grand and noble: Ob how great is thy Good- 
neſs, which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee ; 
which thou haſt wrought for them that truſt in thee, 
befare the Sons of Men! Not becauſe they did 
truſt in him, certainly no, for God will have 
the Honour and Glory of his own Grace in all 
Things; and thoſe that have drank deepeſt into 
the Love of Chriſt, and into the Meaning of this 
Paſſage, acknowledge and heartily acquieſce in 
the Truth of it; and that Believers, however 
great their Diſtreſſes and D ifficulties, their Fears 
and Fightings may be now, are happy and 
bleſſed, have that Goodneſs laid up for them, 
that exceeds all the Thoughts and Conceptions 
of Men; and a Hope, not the meaneſt, of the 
| Bleflings in this Repoſitory; of which the 
Apoſtle takes Notice to the Coloffians, after he 
had given Thanks to the Lord for their Faith 1 


J Pſalm xxxi. 19. 


Chriſt 


4 $873 ) | 
Ez Feſus, and Love to all the Saints, By 


adding, For the Hope which is laid up for you in 
: Heaven, whereof ye heard before in the Word of the 
' Truth of the Goſpel. * By the Hope there, he muft 
mean either the Object of Hope, which is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſo a great Truth, or the 
Things hoped for ; I am rather inclined to think 
the latter is intended, and may be the Senſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt. We alſo read of a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs laid up, not only laid up there, 
but in the Covenant of Grace, in the Decrees 
and Purpoſes of God, and revealed in the Scrip- 
tures it was in the Heart of God firſt, that 
gave Being, Riſe, and Birth to it. This Crown 
of Righteouſneſs Paul knew he ſhould come to 
the Enjoyment of, and ſpeaks of it with a great 
Air of Aſſurance : Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the 
righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that Day; and not 
to me only, but unto all them alſo that love bis ap- 
pearing. | That has been a choice Word to me, 
but unto all them alſo that love his appearing ; and J 
would - humbly hope I am addreſſing ſuch, and 
delivering the Word of God to many here, that 
Hye the appearing * Chrift, love all bis Ap» 
i. . Þw Bl. Iv. 8. 

LE | pearances, 


Cle 3. 


pearances, but ſame ſpecial Ones you can never 


forget, as when you enjoyed his good company, 
and were enabled to feed upon him by Faith. 

. Fourthly, They are Sailing to the heaven]y 
World, where their Inheritance is reſerved for 
them, and muſt paſs through this, in order to 
obtain it; the Decrees of God has made it need - 
ful and neceſſary, it is abſolute and unalterable z 
there is no coming to this Enjoyment any other 
Way, unleſs the Word of God can be ſet aſide 
and overthrown, out of which we have taken our 


Text, and by all which I would order my Conduct, 


and take my Faith: If this can be overthrown, fare- 
well to all real Godlineſs; but Heaven and Earth 
ſhall paſs away, before this ever ſhall, or can; 


, 


was not this to be depended on, when the People 5 


of God are exerciſed with Trouble and Diſtreſſ- 
es of one Kind and another, what could they 
do, they muſt be a miſerable People indeed: But 


as Ged is true, this Word toward you is not Yea and 


Nay ; þ even this Word, which has ſecured this 


Inheritance of the Saints, and reſerved it for them; 
an Inheritande, that can never be ſquandered 
away, nor mortgaged ; ſeeing it is an Inheritance 


incorrup tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for vou. bs 0 happy Souls to 
1 88. ©» 2 Pet. i. 4: 
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whom this belongs! though by Nature as unde- 
ſerving as any of the Damned. I can ſcarcely 
think, but that the moſt, that are gone to Heaven, 
have been enabled, at ſome Seaſons, in ſuch ex- 
preſs Language, to make an Acknowledgment 
of their Unworthineſs, and how undeſerving they 


were, and obligated to give Thanks to the God 


and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that i it was 


| firſt i in his Thoughts towards them or there had been 


Je 


no Revelationof it, or good Hope of theſe Things: 
Giving Thanks unto the Father, which hath made us 


meet to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the - 


Saints in Light. 5 

F fthhy, Theya are ſailing to the heavenly World, 
where ſpiritual and refined Pleaſures will always 
continue : There will be no Stop or Ceſſation, 
Fatigue, Wearineſs or Complaint; it is quite 
different with the People of God here, when 
ſome of the great and important Truths of the 
Lord have been delivered to them, and the Sea- 
ſons have been carried on a little longer than the 
what Uneaſineſs of Mind have 
they ſometimes diſcovered; they have been almoſt 
ready to beat the Miniſter, when the Uneafineſs 
was occaſioned by their own. Juggith, ON: and 


uſual Time, 


$ color. i. 122 


- carnal 


(57) 
. carnal Frames; but nothing at all of this in the 
other World, where they are ſailing; the Ser- 
vice and Employment of the People of God in 

Heaven will never be productive of -any Thing 
that has the leaſt Shewof Diſſatisfaction, Indiffer- 

ence, Fretfulneſs, or Reſentment; neither will the 
Worſhip of God there be ever clogged with car- 

nal Objects, nor letted nor damped by ſpiritual 

Enemies ; but will be agreeable with the Nature 

of God, and conſiſtent with his Love, which 

never had Beginning, nor will ever have an End; 

perfect, ſpiritual, and refined Pleaſures are only 

to be found there: Some forctaſtes of this, though 

but ſeldom, are ſometimes experienced by the 

Saints now; and, when they have been favoured 
with them, they would ſooner part with their own 
Lives than be deprived of them: The Pſalmiſt, 
or rather Chrit, when ſpeaking of them, ſays, 

Thou wilt ſhew me the Path of Life ; in thy Preſence 
is Fulneſs of Fey, at thy Right Hand-there are Plea- 
| ſures for evermore. +, The Pleaſures of yonder 
World, which this Text has a particular Refer- 
ence to, may appertain likewiſe to *the Kingdom- 
Reign of Chriſt, a Thouſand Years upon Earth; 
which are ſet forth by fuch Phraſes as eating and 
drinking, denoting the ſpiritual Delight and Satis. 


1 4 Pſalm xvi. 11. 
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faction the People of God will enjoy with Chr ft, 
according to what he himſelf ſays; T appoint unto 
you a Kingdom, as my Father bath appointed unto me; 
that ye may eat and drink at my Table i in my Kingdom, 
and fit on T brones, judging the 7 welve Tribes of 
1jrael, $ Or Thus, 1 | 


The People of God are filing through the Sea 
of this World, 


Firſt, To their better Comics, 
Secondly, To their Father 8 Houſe, and Criſps 


| F ather's Houle. 


17 biral : To their Land of Uprightneſs. 


Fourth, To their conan City; and City 
that hath F oundations. 


Firſt, To their better Country : Heaven i is this 
better Country, and a far better one than 
the Land of Me eſopotamia, or the Land of 
Canaan ever was in all its Beauty and 
Glory; and the Patriarchs of old were enabled 
to ſcek it; and the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of chem, ſays, 
when their Feet had been turned into the Way of 
God's Teſtimonies, But now they defi re a better 
Country,thati is,an heavenly: M herefore Codis not aſhamed. 
70 be called their God; far he hath prepared 228 them a 


5 Luke xxii. 29, 30. | | 
2 
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City * The Lord had prepared abetter Sn 2 
them, and they were ſailing to it, where all 
will be beſt. Oh! what Views the Apoſtle Paul 
muſt have of this, when his Mind was greatly 
exerciſed, upon the Account of the Love he had 
for the Philippiaris, the Saints and Faithful in 
Chriſt Feſus, at that Time of Day, though he Knew 
it would be for their Advantage, even his Stay 
with them longer, yet was in a Strait; he knew; 
from Experiance and Faith, if he could but be 
uncloathed, or rather cloathed upon, it would be 
altogether for his Profit: For I am in a Strait be- 
twixt two, having 4 Deſire to depart, ant to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better. & It is therefore the 


Saints better Country, they have greater Enjoyments 


there than we have, or can meet with here; they 
live in all that Pleaſure, Sweetneſs and Delight, 
more than can be expreſſed; and this better 
Country was ſettled upon them by Everlaſting 
Love, before the World was: It is the Deſire of 
their Souls; they would haſten more iwittly 
through this Ocean than they do. This brings to 
my Mind two Lines that I read in a Book of Mr. 
Erſkine's, berween Thirty and Forty Years ago 


(though I am not fond of amuſing you with 


»„Heb. xi. 16 5 Phil. i. 23. 
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Poetry, in my Preaching, nor idle Stories, yet 

this being no ways unſuitable, I ſhall mention it) 

when he was ſpeaking of thoſe that had got 

within the Vail, he ſays, 

How loud they ſing upon the Shore, 
„To which they ſail'd in Heart before!“ 


Which is true a People of God in general, 


as we obſerved at firſt, who in their Hearts have 


failed, and are ſailing through this Wilderneſs, 


- Secondly, To their Father's Houſe, and Chriſt's 
Father s Houſe: To that heavenly World, whoſe 
high arched Roofs are always reſplendent, and 
which none > but infinite Wiſdom could ever erect, 
or deviſe ; this was ſettled upon the Elect, as the 
Free Gift of Grace, as all the Gifts of God to his 
People are, and pure, free and unconditional. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who knew all Things, and 
who had obſerved that Trouble had ſeized the 


Hearts of his Difciples, and they were {truck 


with a Panick, after his acquainting of them 
with .his Departure from them, and the abſolute 
Neceſſity of it, ſpeaks comfortably to them; 
and, like a Friend that ſticketh cloſer than a 
Brother, nay before this, he ſpeaks: very encou- 


raging and affecting: Let not your Hearts be troubled; 


ye 


ee 
ye believe in God, believe alſo in me. In my Father's : 
Houſe are many Manſions, if it were not fo, I would : 
| have told you; I go to prepare a Place for you : And if : 
Igo and prepare a Place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myſelf ; that where I am, there 
ye may be alſo. * Oh! what wonderful Grace ap- i 
pears in this Language of Cbriſt to Believers | 
now, and how ſweet from him, who ſpake fo, 
as never Man ſpake. But they are not only ſailing to 
their Father's Houſe, but Cbriſt's Father's Houſe; 
where Manſions are prepared for every Babe, the 
weak as well as the ſtrong; not as in Places of 
Publick Worſhip now, where there is ſometimes 
Confuſion and Diſtraction, and thoſe Places or 
Seats occupied by Perſons that have no Right, 
or juſt Claim to them, properly ſpeaking, as 
others, but none of this in Heaven; there every 
individual Believer, who is ſailing out of this 
World, will be put into that very ſame Manſion 
that was aſſigned him from Everlaſting. Some 
of God's People have diſputed about theſe 
Things, at Times, with great Warmth, and it 
ſeems to ſome of them ſufficient, as long as they 
may get there; but this is not ſufficient for 
others, nor for me, ſeeing it is ſettled in the 


n 


Purpoſes, 


Pats, Counſels, and Will off God, _ 1 
conſiſtent with what he has declared in his 
Word; it is fixed by him, it is unalterable, and 


cannot be overthrown ; there is a Manſion for 
every Child though conſidered by themſelves, they 
are a large Body ; a Number, which no Man can 
number: | The Apoſtle knew this for himſelf and 
dthers, and that, when the Time came, they 
ſhould poſſeſs. thoſe particular Manſions deſigned 
for them. For we know, that if our earthly Houſe 
of this T abernacle were diſſolved, We have a Building 
of Cod, an H. ouſe not made with Hands, eternal in 
the Heavens. $ 


Thirdly, To their 1 of Uprighingys And 
where will you meet with this here ; if any there 
be who deſerve this Character, their Number, 
comparatively, is ſmall, but few, who are ſtrictly 
honeſt and upright. By the Land of Upright- 
neſs may be meant, either the Land of Canaan 
and God's Spiritual I yael there, or the heavenly 
World, where all the upright in Heart will be; 
that Man and Woman, who have the Root of 


Grace in them, the Fear of God in their Hearts, 


their Hearts right with him, made ſo by the 
Lord, who only can do this; for by Nature, the 


Rev. vii. 9. h $ 2 Cor. v. 1. 


Hearts 
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Hearts of all Men are wrong, and never can be 
right, nor will it be truly deſired, till Truth is 
put into the inward Parts: This Landof Upright- 
neſs David deſired the Lord to lead him into: Teach 
me to do thy Will, for thou art my God; thy Spirit i 15 
good, lead me into the Land of Uprighineſs : 12 And 
when relating his Experience elſewhere, he tells 
us, 1 had fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the G oo 
meſs f the Lord in the Land of the Living 5 8 chat 
is, Where the living Saints are, or the Land of 
upright Ones. NY IN 

Fourthly, To their cont! inuing City, and City | 
that hath F oundations. The Apoſtle knew it had 
been the Lot of the Saints in common, and the 
People of God know it themſelves, that in this 
World they have many Removes, are toſſed 
about from Place to Place, ſeldom long 1n one 
Situation or Abode : For bere bave We 10 continuing 
City, but we feel one to come. The People of God 
are failing to this continuing City, where they 
will have a ſure dyelling Place for ever, and to 
that City that hath Foundations : This is not 
only true of the Apoſtle, and che believing He- 
brews, but of Believers in every Age; and it is po- | 
ſuively ſaid of Abraham, that he looked for it: 


+ Plalm cxlifi. 10. $ Pſalm xxvii. 13. 
| > Heb. Kill, 14. 


For 
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5 For he looked for a C ty which hath Foundations, 
1 wphoſe Builder and Maker is Gd: Not for a City 
that had a Foundation, though that had been 
true, nor a City that had Foundations that were 
weak and decayed, nor a C ity that had Foun- 
3 65 dations, in a comparative Senſe, or like ſome of 
E 1 our Cities in Europe, but a City that hath Foun- 
. | dations that were ſolid, ſtrong and durable : 
3 | And here I ſhall mention Four of the en 
1 Foundations of this City : 


Wl 

Wu i . 

+9 1% 1 2 | 
Wi! Firſt, The everlaſting Love of God. 
5 V | | 
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Fi _ » Secondly, The Decrees of God. 

58 Thirdly, Our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

4  Fourthly, The Covenant of Grate. 

1 Firſt, The everlaſting Love of God. is one of 

1 the Foundations of this City; it is that which 
1 | built ir, prepared it, ſupports and bears it up, 

Wt that no Storms can overthrow it, nor make any 
3 Impreſſion upon it; that ſame Love that is 

without Beginning, and always invariable; even 
| that Love which ſupports the Church, and hath 

„ founded Zion: & That everlaſting Love of God, 

„ which gave Birth and Riſe to every ſpiritual 
„ Bleſſing, and all the Comforts and Conſolations 


1 | | Heb, xi. 10. $ Ifaiah xiv. 32. 


of 


— 


( 5 


of, the Saints; this is one of the F oundations of 


this City that the People of God are failing to, 


and 1 18 greatly eſteemed by them; and therefore, 
it ĩs expressly and emphatically ſaid, His Funda. 
lien is in the holy Mountains, . The Churches of 
Jelus Chriſt : are nouriſhed, fed, eſtabliſhed, made 
lively, and vigorous by it; nay, it is owing to this 
F Syndation, that they are cemented, root ed in, and 
united to Chr: it, the Head of the Myſtical Body. 


\ Secondly, T he Decrees and Purpoſes of God, 
or. the Degree of God is a firm, unſhaken, 
ſtrong, and immovable Foundation to this City; 


It keeps It, always ſteady and folid, and is one 
of phoſe Things that God doeth, and Gall be for 


ever: 8 And as the Decree of God in Election, 
by which his People are ſecured, and diſtin- 
guiſhed from others, is a F oundation, and fand- 
eh fare, + even ſo is this, in the bearing up 
of this City 3 and, when joined with the other, 
may, for Brightneſs, Duration, Glory and Luſtre, 
be called Mountains of Braſs, * from which came 


forth, or from between the four Chariots, ſpoken 


of by the Prophet, and will always remain a ſure 
Ly wu Baſis. And as the Foundation 


20 Peum i 1. * Eccleſ Hl, 1 
1 2 Tin. ii. 19. „ Zech. vi. | 
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. it this City, conſidering of it in the Light be. 


fore ſpecified, at Times, yields Comfort and Con- 


4 | ſolation to the Children of God, namely, the 


Decrees and Purpoſes of God, what can then be 
wanting that is really good, to compleat che 
Mercies of the Saints? And to you, who are 
Believers here, the Doctrine now advanced 1s 
Food for your F aith, and if it ſhould be the Plea- 
ſure of the Spirit of God to apply it, you will 
ſuck Comfort and Conſolation from the Subject. 


i hirdy, Our Lord Jeſus Chrift is another F ounda- 
tion of this City the Saints are ailing to; and 
which is a very material One, as thoſe ale have 
been directed to him know the Truth of. It i is | 


he that keeps up this noble Structure, which, 


with the Decree of God, and his everlaſting 
Love, is comfortable and reviving. Chrift is a 
F oundation in many Reſpedts to the Saints, 
and not only that bears up all the ſpiritual Build- 
ing in general, and in which Senſe there i is no 
other (though we read of many in a different 
Senſe) For other Foundation can 10 Man lay, than 
that is laid, which is Feſus Chriſt ; * but likew iſe 
to this City a Foundation alſo, and one that can 
never be ſhaken, removed, nor give way, for the 
Righteous is an everlaſting Foundation. 5 


* 1 Cor, Ul. 11. 5 Prov, x. 25. 


Fourthly, 


0 6 ) I 
1 and to conclude, The G off'®, „ 
Grace is another Foundation of this City; that 1 
e verlaſting Covenant, ordered in all Things, and ſure : ** 85 1 
Where the ſure Mercies of David are eternal, 9 
ſecured, ſtored and treaſured up, even all ſpiri- 5 
tual Bleſſings; and which makes it a b 
one, as well as the others before ſpecified And ö 
which will remain immovable, however dan- 
gerous either Spiritual or Temporal Sailing may 
be; and may, in the Hand of the Spirit of God. 
be ſupporting to the Saints, when Spirirug] | 
Sailing is moſt dangerous. 


1 * Sam. xxiii. 5. | 
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